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from all your counties meet, and which is not so large but they are all known. There is no such common place of collection in England, except London, where from its great size and diffusion, many of those who reside in contiguous counties of England, may long remain unknown to each other.'
On Tuesday, March 26, there came for us an equipage properly suited to a wealthy well-beneficed clergyman;— Dr. Taylor's large roomy post-chaise, drawn by four stout plump horses, and driven by two steady jolly postillions, which conveyed us to Ashbourne; where I found my friend's schoolfellow living upon an establishment perfectly corresponding with his substantial creditable equipage: his house, garden, pleasure-grounds, table, in short every thing good, and no scantiness appearing. Every man should form such a plan of living as he can execute completely. Let him not draw an outline wider than he can fill up. I have seen many skeletons of shew and magnificence which excite at once ridicule and pity. Dr. Taylor had a good estate of his own, and good preferment in the church1, being a prebendary of Westminster, and rector of Bosworth. He was a diligent justice of the peace, and presided over the town of Ashbourne, to the inhabitants of which I was told he was very liberal; and as a proof of this it was mentioned to me, he had the preceding winter distributed two hundred pounds among such of them as stood in need of his assistance. He had consequently a considerable* political interest in the county of Derby, which he employed to support the Devonshire family; for though the schoolfellow and friend of Johnson, he was a Whig. I could not perceive in his character much congeniality of any sort with that of Johnson, who, however, said to me, ' Sir, he has a
1 Johnson, on May 16, wrote of him to Mrs. Thrale :—' He has his head as full as yours at an election. Livings and preferments, as if he were in want with twenty children, run in his head. But a man must have his head on something, small or great.' Piozsi Letters, i- 325-
very"" Mm, Pin//} (,-lnst. \\, 275) says that 'sjiying of thr old (iluimnplirr. iti.tt lir who wantH least w tntiHt like the tf0(ls wlm want nuihitif,*, wu-. a f.ivtuiriir .nt-ntt'iicit with Dr. Johnson, who required je-w alErnd.uu'r, sit k t»r wrll, than ever I saw any human creature.'
